
 

Third Grade 

2010-2011 

Welcome to third grade!  We hope you have a wonderful summer vacation 

filled with great memories, adventures and some great books!  Our summer 

reading program is intended to help you find some good books and continue to 

improve your independent reading skills. 

 

Students entering third grade will: 

 

 Read The Chocolate Touch by Patrick Catling 

Complete a summary activity (Comic Strip) of this book 

 Read one additional book from the recommended reading list and  

 complete a Story Map about it 

 Keep a Reading Log of all the books read over the summer 

 

Within the first two weeks of school, each student will give his or her new 

teacher their completed Comic Strip, Story Map and  Reading Log.  All com-

pleted Comic Strip projects will be displayed on the cork strips outside the 

classrooms. 

 

During the first two weeks of third grade, students will share the books they 

have read as well as their projects.  Students should choose books they have not 

read in order to become familiar with new books and authors. 

 

Remember that books read for our summer reading program may also be used 

toward goals and prizes for other programs such as: 

 

-Public Library Summer Reading 

-RIFôs Reading Planet at www.rif.org/readingplanet 

-Book Adventure at www.bookadventure.com 



Recommended Reading List 

Third Grade 
*Mandatory Reading Selection 

*The Chocolate Touch by Patrick Catling 

The author shows children the consequences of being greedy in this hilarious and tasty book.  John Midas 

loves chocolate, and is in fact, obsessed with it.  The man at the local candy store gives him a mysterious 

candy coin, which he immediately eats.   

 

Frindle by Andrew Clements 

When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on her, clever Nick Allen 

invents a new word ,ñfrindle,ò and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his control.  

 

Matilda by Roald Dahl 

Matilda is a sweet five-year-old with extraordinary mental powers, powers she uses to teach her school's 

evil head mistress a lesson she'll never forget!  

 

My Teacher is an Alien by Bruce Coville 

When Susan catches the substitute teacher peeling off his face, she realizes that heôs an alien. 

 

The Boxcar Children Series by Gertrude Chandler Warner. 

The beloved story about four orphans who run away and find shelter in an abandoned boxcar. There they 

manage to live all on their own, and at last, find love and security from an unexpected source.  

 

The American Girl Series by various authors 

The stories of girls from different time periods of American history are told from the girlsô points of view. 

 

Poppy by Avi 

As rules of Dimwood Forest, Ocax the hoot owl has promised to protect the mice occupying an abandoned 

farmhouse as long as they ask permission before ñmoving aboutò .  Poppy, a timid dormouse, is a loyal, 

obedient subject until she sees Oxax devour her fiance and hears the owl deny it. 

 

Judy Moody MD: The Doctor Is In by Megan McDonald 

When  her third-grade class studies the human body, Judy Moody dives into the topic with characteristic 

zeal and imagination.  For a class project, she dresses as Elizabeth Blackwell, even attaching fake leeches 

to her head and performing surgery on a zucchini. 

 

Walking the Road to Freedom by Jeri Ferris 

Traces the life of the black woman orator who spoke out against slavery throughout New England and the 

Midwest. 

 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar 

The Wayside school was supposed to be one story high, with 30 one-classrooms side-by-side; instead, it 

was built sideways, with 30 one-classroom stories.  As befits such a strange school, these tales are a bit 

strange too.  In one Jason is stuck to his seat by a large wad of chewing gum. 



 

Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin 

The inspiring 1999 Caldecott Medal-winning biography of a Vermont farm boy who grew 

up to become a world-famous expert on the scientific secrets and ephemeral beauty of snow-

flakes.  He was one of the first to successfully photograph snowflakes. 

 

The World According to Humphrey by Betty Birney 

Humphrey the hamster enjoys being room 26ôs classroom pet.  He adores Ms. Mac and 

every day brings new learning and experiences.  Then Ms. Mac unexpectedly leaves; worse, 

returning teacher Mrs. Brisbane despises small, furry creatures. 

 

Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia McLachlan 

Sarah, Plain and Tall tell the story of Sarah, who came to Maine to answer Jacobôs advertise-

ment for a wife and mother, all from the point of view of young Anna, Jacobôs daughter.  

 

Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry 

On an island off the coasts of Virginia and Maryland lives a centuries-old band of wild po-

nies.  Among them is the most mysterious of all, Phantom, a rarely-seen mare that eludes all 

efforts to capture her until a young boy and girl lay eyes on her. 

 

Mr. Popperôs Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater 

Poor Mr Popper isnôt exactly unhappy; he just wishes he had seen something of the world 

before settling down.  Most of all, he wishes he had seen the Poles and spends his spare time 

between house-painting jobs reading all about polar explorations.  One day he gets a surprise 

in the mail from Admiral Drake. 

 

Little House Series by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

The set of books recounts the adventures of the author and her family living in the rural Min-

nesota area in the 1800s.   



Princeton Christian School 

Summer Reading Log 

Name_________________ 
Use this form to record each book read over the summer.  You may need to make 

additional copies before the end of the summer. 

(Students will rate each book from 1-10, which 10 being the highest) 

 

Date Title  Author  Rating 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   



Comic Strip Activity 

*Due the first two weeks of school 

 

 
 

Objective:  To demonstrate an understanding of literature read 

   To provide students a means to feel part of a new classroom 

 

Instructions: 1.  Read the required book for your grade level. 

 

2. Get materials and make your comic strip. This comic strip will 

show others what your book was about.  Your strip should not be 

longer than 7 or 8 frames in length. You can draw it any way that 

would help you explain the story and use any materials you like 

for the illustrations.  Make your project large enough so that it can 

be easily read when it is displayed on the cork strips outside the 

classrooms.   You may want to use sturdy paper such as poster 

board so that it will stand up when on display.  

 

3. Your comic should include your name as well as the book title and 

author.  Your comic should describe the characters in some way 

and summarize the main points of the story. 

 

4.    Bring in your project the first two weeks of school. 

 

5.    Be prepared to share your project with the class. 

 

 

 
 




