
 

Fourth Grade 

2010-2011 

Welcome to fourth grade!  We hope you have a wonderful summer vacation 

filled with great memories, adventures and some great books!  Our summer 

reading program is intended to help you find some good books and continue to 

improve your independent reading skills. 

 

Students entering fourth grade will: 

 

 Read My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 

Complete a summary activity (Comic Strip) of this book 

 Read one additional book from the recommended reading list and  

 complete a Story Map about it 

 Keep a Reading Log of all the books read over the summer 

 

Within the first two weeks of school, each student will give his or her new 

teacher their completed Comic Strip, Story Map and  Reading Log.  All com-

pleted Comic Strip projects will be displayed on the cork strips outside the 

classrooms. 

 

During the first two weeks of fourth grade, students will share the books they 

have read as well as their projects.  Students should choose books they have not 

read in order to become familiar with new books and authors. 

 

Remember that books read for our summer reading program may also be used 

toward goals and prizes for other programs such as: 

 

-Public Library Summer Reading 

-RIFôs Reading Planet at www.rif.org/readingplanet 

-Book Adventure at www.bookadventure.com 



Recommended Reading List 

Fourth Grade 
*Mandatory Reading Selection 

*My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 

Every kid thinks about running away at one point or another; few get farther than the end of the block.  

Young Sam Gribley gets to the end of the block and keeps goingðall the way to the Catskill Mountains of 

upstate New York. 

 

My Teacher is an Alien by Bruce Coville 

When Susan catches the substitute teacher peeling off his face, she realizes that heôs an alien. 

 

The World According to Humphrey by Betty Birney 

Humphrey the hamster enjoys being room 26ôs classroom pet.  He adores Ms. Mac and every day brings 

new learning and experiences.  Then Ms. Mac unexpectedly leaves; worse, returning teacher Mrs. Bris-

bane despises small, furry creatures. 

 

Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia McLachlan 

Sarah, Plain and Tall tell the story of Sarah, who came to Maine to answer Jacobôs advertisement for a 

wife and mother, all from the point of view of young Anna, Jacobôs daughter.  

 

Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry 

On an island off the coasts of Virginia and Maryland lives a centuries-old band of wild ponies.  Among 

them is the most mysterious of all, Phantom, a rarely-seen mare that eludes all efforts to capture her until a 

young boy and girl lay eyes on her. 

 

Mr. Popperôs Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater 

Poor Mr Popper isnôt exactly unhappy; he just wishes he had seen something of the world before settling 

down.  Most of all, he wishes he had seen the Poles and spends his spare time between house-painting jobs 

reading all about polar explorations.  One day he gets a surprise in the mail from Admiral Drake. 

 

Little House Series by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

The set of books recounts the adventures of the author and her family living in the rural Minnesota area in 

the 1800s.   

 

American Girl Mystery Series by various authors 

Mysteries that combine history, suspense and strong heroines. 

 

The Double-Digit Club by Marion Dane Bauer 

Nine-year-old Sarah looks forward to a summer of fun with best friend, Paige.  Once Paige turns 10, how-

ever, snobby Valerie invites her to join her exclusive, double-digit club and Sarah is left alone.  She pines 

away her days, spending some time with her elderly, blind neighbor. 

 

The Cricket in Times Square by George Selden 

One night, the sounds of New York Cityðthe rumbling of subway trains, thrumming of automobile tires, 

hooting of  horns, howling of brakes and the babbling of voicesðis interrupted by a sound that even 

Tucker Mouse, a jaded inhabitant of Times Square has never heard before. 



Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert OôBrien 

Thereôs something very strange about the rats living under the rosebush at the Fitzgibbon 

farm.  But Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse with a sick child is in dire straits and must turn to 

these exceptional creatures for assistance.  Soon she finds herself flying on the back of a 

crow, slipping sleeping powder into a catôs dinner and having other adventures. 

 

The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles by Julie Edwards 

With help from an eccentric professor who gives their imaginations special intensive train-

ing, three children succeed in locating the last of the great Whangdoodles and granting his 

heart's desire.  

 

Summer Reading is Killing Me by Jon Scieszka 

Fred puts their schoolôs summer reading list in The Book, the mysterious tome that has 

magically transported the boys to the past and the future in previous escapades.  This causes 

Fred, Sam, and Joe to encounter  the Hoboken Chicken, George and Martha, Peter Rabbit, 

Curious George and other characters. 
 

Sea Gift by John Ashby 

It is Lauchie and Angusô first season, working lobster off the coast of Cape Breton, and for 

Lauchie, whose father died at sea, it has taken a great deal of talking to convince his mother 

to let him go.  The boys look forward to the work and experience but they get more of both 

than they anticipated. 

 

Fine Feathered Friends:  Poems for Young People by Jane Yolenô 

A collection of bird poems including photographs and interesting facts about each bird. 

 

The Chronicles of Narnia Series by C.S. Lewis 

This series recounts a world where a witch decrees eternal winter; where there are more talk-

ing animals than people; and where battles are fought by Centaurs, Giants, and Fauns. 

 

The Cooper Kids Adventure Series  by Frank Peretti 

This best-selling set of "Indiana Jones-style" stories takes 9- to 14-year-olds along as a 

Christian family (brother and sister and their archaeologist father) encounters fierce supersti-

tions, tyrants, hijackers and dangerous plots. 

 

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo 

Ten-year-old Opal learns 10 things about her long-gone mother from her preacher father be-

cause of the big, ugly, happy dog called Winn-Dixie. 

 

Nancy Drew Series by Carolyn Keene 

Teenage detective Nancy Drew uses her courage and powers of deduction to solve the mys-

terious happenings in various situations. 

 

Hardy Boys Series by Franklin Dixon 

Brothers Joe and Frank Hardy help their detective father solve mysteries. 



Princeton Christian School 

Summer Reading Log 

Name_________________ 
Use this form to record each book read over the summer.  You may need to make 

additional copies before the end of the summer. 

(Students will rate each book from 1-10, which 10 being the highest) 

 

Date Title  Author  Rating 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   



Comic Strip Activity 

*Due the first two weeks of school 

 

 
 

Objective:  To demonstrate an understanding of literature read 

   To provide students a means to feel part of a new classroom 

 

Instructions: 1.  Read the required book for your grade level. 

 

2. Get materials and make your comic strip. This comic strip will 

show others what your book was about.  Your strip should not be 

longer than 7 or 8 frames in length. You can draw it any way that 

would help you explain the story and use any materials you like 

for the illustrations.  Make your project large enough so that it can 

be easily read when it is displayed on the cork strips outside the 

classrooms.   You may want to use sturdy paper such as poster 

board so that it will stand up when on display.  

 

3. Your comic should include your name as well as the book title and 

author.  Your comic should describe the characters in some way 

and summarize the main points of the story. 

 

4.    Bring in your project the first two weeks of school. 

 

5.    Be prepared to share your project with the class. 

 

 

 
 




