
Fifth Grade 

2010-2011 

Welcome to fifth grade!  We hope you have a wonderful summer vacation filled 

with great memories, adventures and some great books!  Our summer reading 

program is intended to help you find some good books and continue to improve 

your independent reading skills. 

 

Students entering fifth grade will: 

 

 Read Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George 

Complete a summary activity (Comic Strip) of this book 

 Read one additional book from the recommended reading list and  

 complete a Story Map about it 

 Keep a Reading Log of all the books read over the summer 

 

Within the first two weeks of school, each student will give his or her new 

teacher their completed Comic Strip, Story Map and  Reading Log.  All com-

pleted Comic Strip projects will be displayed on the cork strips outside the 

classrooms. 

 

During the first two weeks of fifth grade, students will share the books they 

have read as well as their projects.  Students should choose books they have not 

read in order to become familiar with new books and authors. 

 

Remember that books read for our summer reading program may also be used 

toward goals and prizes for other programs such as: 

 

-Public Library Summer Reading 

-RIFôs Reading Planet at www.rif.org/readingplanet 

-Book Adventure at www.bookadventure.com 



Recommended Reading List 

Fifth Grade 
*Mandatory Reading Selection 

*Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George 

While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl becomes lost on 

the North Slope of Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack.  

 

Sea Gift by John Ashby 

It is Lauchie and Angusô first season, working lobster off the coast of Cape Breton, and for Lauchie, whose 

father died at sea, it has taken a great deal of talking to convince his mother to let him go.  The boys look 

forward to the work and experience but they get more of both than they anticipated. 

 

Fine Feathered Friends:  Poems for Young People by Jane Yolenô 

A collection of bird poems including photographs and interesting facts about each bird. 

 

The Chronicles of Narnia Series by C.S. Lewis 

This series recounts a world where a witch decrees eternal winter; where there are more talking animals 

than people; and where battles are fought by Centaurs, Giants, and Fauns. 

 

The Cooper Kids Adventure Series  by Frank Peretti 

This best-selling set of "Indiana Jones-style" stories takes 9- to 14-year-olds along as a Christian family 

(brother and sister and their archaeologist father) encounters fierce superstitions, tyrants, hijackers and dan-

gerous plots. 

 

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo 

Ten-year-old Opal learns 10 things about her long-gone mother from her preacher father because of the big, 

ugly, happy dog called Winn-Dixie. 

 

Nancy Drew Series by Carolyn Keene 

Teenage detective Nancy Drew uses her courage and powers of deduction to solve the mysterious happen-

ings in various situations. 

 

Hardy Boys Series by Franklin Dixon 

Brothers Joe and Frank Hardy help their detective father solve mysteries. 

 

The Big Wave by Pearl Buck 

The story of a Japanese village before and after a tsunami hits. 

 

Lizard Music by Daniel Manus  Pinkwater 

When his parents go away for two weeks, Victor goes on his own vacation-right at home! After the late, 

late show one night, something strange happens. A band of lizards appears on the screen, playing the most 

outrageous music. With the help of the Chicken Man, Victor is able to track down the lizards. The journey 

takes him to Thunderbolt City, on a trip that will change the way Victor sees the world forever.  

 

 



Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor 

This book tells the story of one African-American family fighting to stay together and strong in the face of 

brutal racist attacs, illness, poverty and betrayal in the Deep South of the 1930s. 

 

Why Does the Coqui Sing? by Barbara Garland Polikoff 

This is a gentle, direct story about the largest heartaches:  learning to love and let go of beloved family; and 

what it means to feel at home. 

 

The Boy Who Saved Baseball by John H. Ritter 

The fate of a small California town rests on the outcome of one baseball game, and Tom Gallagher hopes to 

lead his team to victory with the secrets of the now disgraced player, Dante Del Gato.  

 

No Dogs Allowed by Bill Wallace 

Fifth-grader Kristine Rankin is grieving for the recently deceased family horse.  When she receives a puppy 

for her birthday, she is horrified by the idea of a new pet and instantly rejects the dog. 

 

Bud, Not Buddy by Wilson Rawls 

When 10-year-old Bud Caldwell runs away from his new foster home he realizes that he has nowhere to go but 

to search for the father he has never known. 

 

The Veritas Project Series  by Frank Peretti 

Hangmanôs Curse:  Trouble is brewing in Baker, Washington.  Three popular athletes have been stricken with 

a mysterious ailmentðor phenomenonðthat leaves them ranting incoherently, paranoid and eventually, coma-

tose.  Ever ready to seek truth and justice, teen twins Elisha and Elijah and their parents hop in their van and 

head to Washington. 

Nightmare Academy:   In this assignment for the Veritas Project Team, Elijah and his sister Elisha go under-

cover to investigate a mysterious school that is sheltering runaway teenagers for a sinister purpose.  

 

The Secret Garden by Francis Hodgsen Burnett 

Bratty and spoiled Mary Lennox is orphaned when her parents fall victim to a cholera outbreak in India.  As a 

result, Mary becomes the ward of an uncle in England she has never met.  She and her sick cousin Colin dis-

coversa literal secret garden, hidden behind a locked gate on her uncleôs estate, neglected for the ten years 

since Colinôs birth and his motherôs death. Together with a local child named Dickon, Mary and Colin trans-

form the garden into a paradise bursting with life and color.  

 

Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 

Thirteen-year-old Salamancaôs mother has disappeared.  While tracing her steps on a car trip from Ohio to 

Idaho with her grandparents, she tell a story to pass the time about a friend named Poebe whose mother van-

ished. 

 

The Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischmann 

Roles are changed when young Prince Brat, as everyone calls him, runs away with Jemmy, his whipping boy.  

Because Brat has never learned to write and Jemmy can, a couple of prince-nappers decide that Jemmy is the 

real prince. 

 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 

The adventure of a boy named Brian whoôs plane crashes in the Canadian wilderness and he must learn to sur-

vive with only a hatchet and his own wits. 

 

Brianôs Winter by Gary Paulsen 

The continuing story of Brian, had he stayed in the wilderness and faced the winter. 

 

 



Princeton Christian School 

Summer Reading Log 

Name_________________ 
Use this form to record each book read over the summer.  You may need to make 

additional copies before the end of the summer. 

(Students will rate each book from 1-10, which 10 being the highest) 

 

Date Title  Author  Rating 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   



Comic Strip Activity 

*Due the first two weeks of school 

 

 
 

Objective:  To demonstrate an understanding of literature read 

   To provide students a means to feel part of a new classroom 

 

Instructions: 1.  Read the required book for your grade level. 

 

2. Get materials and make your comic strip. This comic strip will 

show others what your book was about.  Your strip should not be 

longer than 7 or 8 frames in length. You can draw it any way that 

would help you explain the story and use any materials you like 

for the illustrations.  Make your project large enough so that it can 

be easily read when it is displayed on the cork strips outside the 

classrooms.   You may want to use sturdy paper such as poster 

board so that it will stand up when on display.  

 

3. Your comic should include your name as well as the book title and 

author.  Your comic should describe the characters in some way 

and summarize the main points of the story. 

 

4.    Bring in your project the first two weeks of school. 

 

5.    Be prepared to share your project with the class. 

 

 

 
 




