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PCS Summer Reading Assignments 2010-2011 

Junior High 

 

Students entering 7th Grade: 

*Kathleen’s Shaken Dreams by Tracy Leininger Craven 

*Many Waters by Madeleine L’Engle 

  

Students entering 8th Grade: 

*Angels Watching Over Me by Michael Phillips 

A Place to Belong by Joan Lowery Nixon 

Hangman’s Curse by Frank Peretti 

  
7th grade students are required to read both books on their reading list. Complete activity 1 

for the first book and activity 2 for the second.  

 

8th grade students are required to read the starred book in addition to one other book on 

their list and complete activity 1 for the starred book and activity 2 for the other book.  

Activities for both books will be turned in to the English teacher within the first two weeks of 

school for grading.  

 

Activity 1: For the first novel on the list complete the following:  Journal as you go  

As you're reading the book, keep a two-sided reading journal. The left side should have 

quotes from the book and page numbers (minimum of ten).  The right side should have your 

questions, thoughts, observations, revelations, etc. written in complete sentences. 

 

Activity 2: For the second novel on the list complete the following: Writing an Approach 

Paper: 

 An approach paper consists of several sections:  

 

 

I. Proper heading with your name, date, class, and novel/play title  

 

II. Summary Paragraph:  A three or four sentence paragraph which explains the ENTIRE 

novel using as much description and detail as you can manage.  To encourage your 

writing style, you may not use semi-colons or colons in this paragraph, and every 

sentence must start out in a different way.  Prepositional phrases, gerund phrases, 

normal word order clauses, participial phrases, and infinitive phrases are some of 

the different ways you might choose to start these sentences. This helps make your 

writing more interesting to read. This is often the most difficult section of the 

approach paper to write.  It will take some time to condense the happenings of the 

novel/play into these few sentences which all start in a different way.  
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III. Character Descriptions: Choose three or four main characters in your novel or play.  

By each of these characters’ names, list four or five words which describe the 

character distinctly. This is a good time to think about vivid vocabulary words and to 

check the dictionary and thesaurus for ideas.  If you use a particular word to 

describe one character, you may not use that same word to describe another 

character.  

 

 

IV. Discussion/Essay Questions:  Write three questions that a teacher might ask you 

about the novel or play either in class or for an essay.  These questions should be 

thought-provoking and almost always take more than one line to type because they 

ask readers to combine more than one idea.   Just writing these types of questions 

helps you to anticipate what questions might be asked of you in class discussion or 

on a test and encourages you to think more insightfully about the book or play.  

 

V.  Key Passage:  Choose the most important passage in the novel/play (in your 

opinion).  Type it up word-for-word in the approach paper.  Make sure to identify the 

speakers.  

 

VI.     Key Passage Explanation:  In a fully-developed paragraph, explain why your chosen 

passage is important to understanding the novel/play. In your explanation, make 

sure you integrate quotes (actual words or phrases) from the key passage to 

strengthen your explanation.  Often, this selected passage will offer clues to the 

novel/play’s themes.  Explain any mentioned or inferred themes connected to the key 

passage.  

 

 


